
76 York St East Gosford NSW 2250 

Tel:  4325–1042 ◊ emai l:  patsgos@acs.net.au ◊ Web: www.bbcathol ic.org.au/gosford

St Patrick’s Parish Gosford
The Communities of  St Patrick’s East Gosford, 

St Francis of Assisi Somersby & Holy Trinity Spencer 
N e i g h b o u r ho o d s  o f  G ra c e ,  e n t ru s t e d  t o  t he  c a re  o f  t he  S a l va t o r i a n s .

17TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A	 26 JULY, 2020

POPE FRANCIS’ 
JULY 2020 

INTENTION

O U R  F A M I L I E S 
We pray 

that today’s 
families may be 

accompanied with 
love, respect and 

guidance. 

FR FRANCIS JORDAN SDS
Yes, let us pray and work much so that the will of 

Jesus “Thy Kingdom com” may be fulfilled!.
MM Letters 1901/05/20. 

Third, he puts his 
Spirit within you. 

Fourth, he wants you 
to be with him forever 

in eternity. That’s 
how valuable you 

are to God. You are 
infinitely valuable to 

God.” 
“But you are a 
chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a 

people for his own 
possession, that you 
may proclaim the 
excellencies of him 
who called you out 
of darkness into his 
marvelous light.”  1 

Peter 2:9

“HE SELLS EVERYTHING HE OWNS “HE SELLS EVERYTHING HE OWNS 
AND BUYS THE FIELD”AND BUYS THE FIELD”

“Let me tell you how worthwhile you are. You are 
infinitely valuable to God.  

First, God created you. Second, Jesus died for you. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO TWO FINE YOUNG MEN 
CONGRATULATIONS TO TOM CROLL ON HIS 71ST BIRTHDAY!

May God bless you and your family.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALAIN CORNE ON HIS BIRTHDAY
The Parish thanks you both for all the work you do and 

may God bless you and keep you young at heart.



ST PATRICK’S PARISH GOSFORD
PASTORAL CARE 
F r  G rze g o rz  [ G re g ]  S ku l s k i  S D S
Parish Priest 
Email:	 greg@sds.org.au
F r  Pa u l  Tra n  S D S
Assistant Priest
email: paulduongsds@gmail.com
SALVATORIANS
Society of the Divine Saviour

http://www.sds.org.au 
PARISH OFFICE
S e c re t a r y : 
C o l l e e n  K i r kMon – Thurs:	 8:30am – 4:30pm 
Friday 	 8:30am – 1:00pm
B u rs a r : 	 Darren F i tzgibbon
S a c ra m e n t a l  P ro g ra m m e  
C o o rd i n a t o r : 	 Frances Mathey 
Email: franceshanna@yahoo.com
C a t e c h i s t s ’  C o o rd i n a t o r : 	 Alain Corne 
Email: saintpatsccd@acs.net.au 
Wed:	 9:00am – 1:00pm 
Thurs:	 9:30am – 1:30pm
Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y : 	 Jamie-Lea Andrews
Email: jaimilea.andrews@gmail.com
M e d i a  C o o rd i n a t o r :  	 To m  C ro l l
Thursday:	 9:00am – 2:00pm 
Email:	 tcroll@photom.com.au 
Phone: 	 0411– 962 122.

VOLUNTEER ROLES
O f f i c e  A d m i n : 	 D e n i s e  J a y 
Friday:	 9:00am – 3:30pm
AV  P re s e n t a t i o n : 	 Peter McLean  
	 Greg McBride
C a re t a ke r : 	 Ron Begg
G a rd e n e rs : 	 Trevor Byrne 
	 Joyce Byrne  
	 Victor Cami l ler i
S e n i o rs ’  M i n i s t r y : 	 Barbara McCarthy
	 Ph: 4322 0250
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER	 Hilary Pope 
If you see any activities involving children or 
vulnerable adults that worries you, please email 
Hilary Pope, our Safeguarding Officer at  
                             hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au

2	 Te l :  4 325 – 104 2  ◊  e m a i l :  p a t s g o s @ a c s . n e t . a u  ◊  We b :  w w w. b b c a t ho l i c . o rg . a u / g o s f o rd

S c ho o l  P r i n c i p a l s
St Patrick’s Primary:	 Mrs Cheryl Walsh	 4325 1159
St Joseph’s College:	 Mr Tony McCudden	 4324 4022
St Edwards College:	 Mr Mark Bonnici	 4321 6400
St Peter’s College:	 Mr Tim Hilderbrandt	43512344

CHURCH OPEN DAILY 8:30AM – 4:30PM.
STANDARD WEEKDAY MASSES

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Mon:	 9:00am Wed:	 11:30am Fri:	 12:00pm

Tue:	 9:00am Thu:	 9:00am Sat:	 9:00am

Adoration and Confession 30 minutes before each weekday Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES INCL CONFESSION 30 BEFORE EACH MASS 

GOSFORD, 76 YORK STREET EAST GOSFORD

Sat Vigil:	 5:00pm Sun:	 7:30am, 8:45am, 10:15am & 6:00pm

SOMERSBY, 30 LUTANA RD

Sat Vigil: 	 5:30pm

ADORATION IN OUR CHURCH
Before the Blessed Sacrament

Mon 8:30 - 9:00am Wed 11:00 - 11:30am Fri 12:30 - 3:00pm

Tue 8:30 - 9:00am Thu 8:30 - 9:00am Sat 8:30 - 9:00am

ROSARY
Mon, & Thu 8:05am to 9:00am

Tuesday 8:05am “Right to Life”

Fridays After Mass 12:30pm

Saturday 8:05am until 9:00am: 1st Priests & Religious 
	 2nd Mothers & Babies 
	 3rd Persecuted Christians

Sunday 7:05am

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPLE, AT THE ADMIN 
CENTRE, CHAPEL LANE

Mon to Thu: 	                8:30am to 3:30pm Fri: 9:00am to 3:30pm

ST PATRICK’S GROUPS MEETINGS
Cancer Prayer 
Group

After 9:00am Mass, 4th Tuesday of the Month, 
in the Jordan room.

Craft Group 9:30am to 12:00pm Every Friday of School Terms

Grief & Loss 
Support

2:00pm 1st Thursday of the month, in the 
Jordan room.

MenAlive 7:00pm 1st Tuesday of the month.  Mass 
followed by meeting in the jordan room.

Prayers for 
Christian Unity

9:30am 3rd Monday of the Month

Prayer Group DVDs 9:30am 1st Monday of the Month

Prayer Group & 
Bible Discussion

9:30am 2nd, 4th and 5th Monday of the Month

Bible Study - 
Monday night

7:00pm to 9:00pm Monday.

Bible Study - 
Wednesday 
Morning

10:00am, Wednesdays in the Jorday Room. 
Will recommence in September. 

Salvatorian 
Colaborators

After 9:00am Mass, 1st Thursday of the month, 
in the Jordan room.

Womens Faith 
Circle

2nd and 4th Thursday of the Month in the 
Jordan Room 9:00am to 11:00am

MONDAY MORNING 
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP

27TH JULY
BIBLE DISCUSSION 

SATURDAY MORNING COFFEE SHOP

AFTER 9:00AM 
MASS EVERY 
SATURDAY
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THANK YOU
John Malicki who stepped back from his role as our very 
very valued volunteer caretaker & jack of all trades!  We 
will miss him greatly in this role and extend our heartfelt 
thanks to him for his time and his talents.

CATECHIST CORNER 
Special Religious Education (SRE or Scripture) is resuming 
over the next three weeks in the State schools in our 
Parish. Praise the Lord! Unfortunately, some of our 
dedicated catechists are unable to resume teaching due 
to the “COVID environment” and their health status. We 
are inviting parishioners to join the team to fill in during 
Term 3, or for the rest of the year. A Working with Children 
Check and some mandatory training (Child Protection in 
particular) would be required. Pre-prepared lessons that 
are age-appropriate and easy to use will be supplied. It’s 
as simple as clicking through a PowerPoint. Classes are 
about 30mins duration each week. Grab a yellow catechist 
flyer at the Church doors and talk to a catechist after 
Mass. Or call Alain (0414273654) for more details.

COVID UPDATE
Late last night the New South Wales government released 
the latest amendments to the Public Health (COVID-19 
Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) Order (No 4) 
Amendment Order (No 2) 2020, effective from 24 July 
2020.
In summary the changes relevant are:
• the number of people allowed inside a place of public 
worship is the lesser of ‘one person per 4 square metre’ 
rule or 100 persons.
• the number of people allowed at a funeral is the lesser 
of ‘one person per 4 square metre’ rule or 100 persons.
• The number of people allowed at a wedding to have a 
capacity of the lesser of ‘one person per 4 square metre’ 
rule or 150 persons.
• places of public worship must complete and adhere to the 
most recent approved COVID Safety Plan AND register as 
a COVID Safe business via the NSW Government website 
- https://www.nsw.gov.au/register-your-business-as-
covid-safe.
In addition to these amendments in the Public Health 
Order, the COVID Safety Plan for Places of Public Worship 
has also been updated. In summary the relevant changes 

P A R I S H  N E W S  A N D  N O T I C E S
are:
• Music is permissible if conducted safely. Musicians should 
be distanced 1.5 meters. Woodwind instruments should be 
discouraged. Singers should maintain at least 3 meters of 
physical distancing.
• Mingling and gathering after services should be suspended 
or adjusted.
• Continued need to record names and contact details of 
those present at services along with the date and time they 
attended.
We are providing musicians at our 5 pm, 10.15 am & 6 pm 
Masses, however, we discourage people from joining in the 
singing as suggested by NSW Health.

KIDS WISDOM
(written by kids)

HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHO TO MARRY?
•	 You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. like, if 

you like sports, she should like it that you like sports, and 
she should keep the chips and dip coming.-- Alan, age 10

•	 No person really decides before they grow up who they’re 
going to marry. God decides it all way before, and you 
get to find out later who you’re stuck with.-- Kristen, age 
10 

WHAT IS THE RIGHT AGE TO GET MARRIED?
•	 Twenty-three is the best age because you know the 

person forever by then. -- Camille, age 10
HOW CAN A STRANGER TELL IF TWO PEOPLE ARE 
MARRIED?
•	 You might have to guess, based on whether they seem 

to be yelling at the same kids.-- Derrick, age 8
WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MOM AND DAD 
HAVE IN COMMON?
•	 Both don’t want any more kids.-- Lori, age 8.

WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE?
•	 Dates are for having fun, and people should use them 

to get to know each other. Even boys have something to 
say if you listen long enough.-- Lynnette, age 8

•	 On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that  
usually gets them interested enough to go for a second 
date.-- Martin, age 10

WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE? 
•	 When they’re rich.-- Pam, age 7
•	 The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t 

want to mess with that.- - Curt, age 7
•	 The rule goes like this: if you kiss someone, then you 

should marry them and have kids with them. It’s the 
right thing to do.- - Howard, age 8

IS IT BETTER TO BE SINGLE OR MARRIED?
•	 It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys 

need someone to clean up after them.-- Anita, age 9

HOW WOULD THE WORLD BE DIFFERENT IF 
PEOPLE DIDN’T GET MARRIED?
•	 There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn’t 

there?-- Kelvin, age 8. 

THE #1 FAVORITE IS.......
HOW WOULD YOU MAKE A MARRIAGE WORK?
•	 Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks 

like a dump truck. -- Ricky, age 10.

PARISH VISION AND MISSION 
STATEMENT – 26 JULY 2020.
 St Patrick’s Parish Community Consultation
One of the goals of the St Patrick’s Parish Council for 
2020 is to establish a Vision and Mission Statement 
for the Parish which articulates the values and beliefs 
of the contemporary Church in Australia. It is critical 
that this Vision and Mission Statement reflects the 
sentiments of the St Patrick’s Parish Community as we 
seek to encounter the Living Christ.
The following survey is designed to provide members of 
St Patrick’s Parish the opportunity to provide feedback 
to inform the development of the Vision and Mission 
Statement.
Father Greg and the Parish Council values your input 
and look forward to analysing your feedback in the 
development process.
The Survey can be filled in on line at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SX6GW5M
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THANK YOU AND WELL DONE ROBYN
We have many people in our parish that go above and 
beyond to serve.

Right up there is 
Robyn McBride, who 
has worked with the 
hospital visitation 
team for 40 years.  
It is with regret that 
Robyn has handed 
in her resignation 
to take some well-
earned rest.
Some of her fellow 
team members went 
to lunch to bid her 
farewell.

THE CWF APEAL 

NEXT WEEKEND
Our CWF August Appeal, the first in the 20/21 Finance Year 
commences next weekend and envelopes are available at all 
pews today in readiness.  These may be placed in the 2nd 
collection box near the York Street exit door. 
The Diocese of Broken Bay Charitable Works Fund (CWF) is 
a Diocesan-wide Appeal that runs three times a year to raise 
funds for charities in the Diocese.
Which charities does the CWF support?
Donations to the CWF are distributed to five charities that 
directly support the people in our Diocese. 
1. CatholicCare Hospital Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care 
Practitioner Program
Over the last year, the Pastoral Care Practitioners have 
visited over 3,000 individual patients, 700 family members 
of a patient and more than 180 hospital staff members.
2. Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)
In our Diocese, there are almost 1,000 volunteer catechists 
(Catholic Religion teachers) who have received specialised 
training to provide 16,500 school students with a Catholic 
education. CCD staff and volunteers are committed to 
providing quality Catholic age-appropriate education in both 
primary and high schools. Without your support thousands of 
students in our Diocese will not receive Catholic education.
3. St Lucy’s School
St Lucy’s School is a Catholic K-8 school (moving towards 
K-12 in 2024) in the Dominican tradition for students with 
disabilities. We provide a holistic education, operating 
outstanding academic programs taught by special educators. 
At St Lucy’s we view each child individually in order to unlock 
their unique potential and to encourage them to become 
independent.
4. St Edmund’s College
St Edmund’s is a 7 -12 high school for students with a wide 
range of disabilities including sensory impairment, intellectual 
disability and autism. St Edmunds creates a holistic learning 
environment incorporating academics and personal wellbeing 
through co-curricular activities.
5. The Ephpheta Centre
Ephpheta means “Be Open” and the Ephpheta Centre 
provides pastoral care, sacramental services, support and 
advocacy for all people who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
The chaplaincy team visits people confined to their homes, 
nursing homes, hospitals and those in prison, as well as 
friendship community gatherings catering to people across 
Sydney and the Central Coast.

A NEW GROUP IN THE PARISH: 
WOMEN’S FAITH CIRCLE
An opportunity to explore our faith, to reflect, pray and 
build community.  For Mums with school aged children.
9am in the Jordan Room, after school drop off, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of the month, school terms only

Contact Jane Eager 0417660078 for further details.

THANK YOU 
Ron Begg, Michael Lynch and Lee Sullivan for joining our 
audio visual presentation team. 
We are still inviting others to join, most ideally at the 8:45 
am Mass where we most need assistance.

FIRST EUCHARIST SCARAMENTAL 
PROGRAM
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 6TH AUGUST
Eucharist is a Greek word meaning ‘Thanksgiving’, and of 
all sacraments, the Holy Eucharist, or Holy Communion, 
is the most central and important to Catholicism and is 
the third sacrament of initiation for the children. When 
we receive Holy Communion, we’re intimately united 
with Jesus Christ - he literally becomes part of us. Also, 
by taking Holy Communion, we express our union with 
all Catholics who believe the same doctrines, obey the 
same laws and follow the same leaders.

THIS SATURDAY NIGHT
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR COOK BOOK
LAST CHANCE TO GET YOUR RECIPIES IN - THIS WEEK!

Calling all cooks to submit their favourite recipes for inclusion in our upcoming cook book – which we’re sure will be 
titled with a catchy name.

Simply email the office [patsgos@acs.net.
au] with your recipe/s.  

There’s nothing like a home bake and 
we’re sure there’ll be some great recipes 
included.  Perhaps an ideal present for 
someone you know?

We are planning on a Book that includes 
sections on:

	➣ Winter and Summer Recepies

	🍤 Entrees

	🍲 Mains

	🍰 Desserts & Cakes

	🍹 Cocktails 

WE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE 
AROUND 50 RECIPES, SO DON’T HOLD BACK?
We are still accepting recipes for our parish cookbook but they’ve not really been coming in thick and fast!  If you are 
worried to submit one because you don’t want your photo taken with the dish/cake/biscuits/etc, then please don’t 
worry. If you aren’t comfortable, you don’t have to submit one – but please, submit the recipes!

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 20/21

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE FOYER TODAY!
Your 2020/2021 planned giving envelopes are available, 
for collection, in the foyer today, and we thank you for 
your ongoing financial support of the parish.

Last chance to save the Parish the cost of posting the 
envelops and receipts to you. Every saving help our 
Parish survive in these difficult times.

If you see envelopes or receipts of a friend or neighbour, 
why not take them and drop them in their letterbox. 

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND & PROJECT 
COMPASSION TAX RECEIPTS NOW 
AVAILABLE
If you contributed to the Charitable Works Fund Appeal 
or Project Compassion [and ticked the Tax Receipt 
boxes] your receipt is available for collection in the 
foyer today.

MINI VINNIES FORMATION PROGRAM
Vinnies is proud to announce the launch of the Mini Vinnies 
Formation Program (MVFP) for students in Years 4 – 6, 
who wish to undertake Social Justice Formation in their 
own time. For more information please go to 
https://bit.ly/MVFPinfo
Please go to the following link for Vinnies Metropolitan 
Schools July 2020 Newsletter: 
https://bit.ly/VinniesMetroSchoolsNewsletter2020Term3

AIR CONDITIONING OUR 
CHURCH

We know that air conditioning our hot in 
summer and freezing in winter church 

has been on our wish list for many 
years now, but now we would like to try 
and make it a reality and are looking for 

your support.
If you would like to donate towards 
this please either give your donation 
to Fr Greg or Fr Paul, or drop it in at 
the office, or pop it in an envelope 

duly marked and place it on the plate, 
or even direct deposit to the Church 

account with ‘Air Con’ as your reference!
Account:  Gosford Parish Church 

Account
BSB 062 784

Account:  4238001
We don’t expect a quick result as we our 

investigations have revealed a target of about $55-
$60,000 but anything you could contribute will help us 
all to eventually sit more comfortably in our church.

$2,950 raised as of Thursday, 17 July 2020.

5,000

60,000

15,000

55,000
50,000
45,000
40,000
35,000
30,000
25,000
20,000

10,000

2,950

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP 
ANTHONY
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
This image of the Penitent Magdalene 
painted in 1594-1595 by the 
Italian Master, Caravaggio, is worth 
contemplating as we celebrate the Feast 
of Saint Mary Magdalene, the Apostle to 

the Apostles, on Wednesday this week. To read the full 
message from the Bishop, please click this link
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

CF. PS 67:6-7,36
God is in his holy place, God who unites 
those who dwell in his house; he himself 
gives might and strength to his people.

FIRST READING
1 KGS 3:5.7-12
A reading from the first book of the 
Kings

You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream 
and said, ‘Ask what you would like me 
to give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my 
God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a 
very young man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the midst of 
this people of yours that you have chosen, 
a people so many its numbers cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 
heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this 
people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased 
the Lord that Solomon should have asked 
for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ 
the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life 
for yourself or riches or the lives of your 
enemies, but have asked for a discerning 
judgement for yourself, here and now I do 
what you ask. I give you a heart wise and 
shrewd as none before you has had and 
none will have after you.’
The Word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PS 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. 
V.97
(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey 
your word.

The law from your mouth means more to 
me than silver and gold.
(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

Let your love be ready to console me by 
your promise to your servant.

Let your love come to me and I shall live for 
your law is my delight.
(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

That is why I love your commands more 
than finest gold.

That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 
I hate false ways.
(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I 
obey it.

The unfolding of your word gives light and 
teaches the simple.
(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

SECOND READING
ROM 8:28-30
A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Romans

He predestined us to become true 
images of his Son.

We know that by turning everything to their 
good God co-operates with all those who 
love him, with all those that he has called 
according to his purpose. They are the ones 
he chose specially long ago and intended to 
become true images of his Son, so that his 
Son might be the eldest of many brothers. 
He called those he intended for this; those 
he called he justified, and with those he 
justified he shared his glory.
The Word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SEE MT 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth; you have revealed to little ones the 
mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
MT 13:44-52
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew

He sells everything he owns and buys 
the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 
which someone has found; he hides it 
again, goes off happy, sells everything he 
owns and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 
finds one of great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul 
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen 
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they 
collect the good ones in a basket and throw 
away those that are no use. This is how it 
will be at the end of time: the angels will 
appear and separate the wicked from the 
just to throw them into the blazing furnace 
where there will be weeping and grinding 
of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, 
‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, 
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the 
kingdom of heaven is like a householder 
who brings out from his storeroom things 
both new and old.’

Shorter form

MT 13:44-46
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew

He sells everything he owns and buys 
the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 
which someone has found; he hides it 
again, goes off happy, sells everything he 
owns and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 
finds one of great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it.’

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

PS 102:2
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget 
all his benefits

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY MARY COLOE PBVM
‘God’s reign is like …’
There is a story of an Indian monk who found 
the world’s largest diamond. In a nearby village 
a man had a dream that if he went to a certain 
monastery he could gain enormous wealth 
beyond all his hopes. The villager arrived at the 
monastery and told the monk his dream. The 
monk explained, ‘The dream probably refers 
to this,’ and handed over the diamond to him. 
The villager returned home with great joy, but 
that night tossed and turned. The next week he 
returned to the monastery, utterly exhausted and 
begged, ‘Give me the wealth that enables you to 
give away this diamond so easily.’
The two parables today remind me of this Indian 
tale. Jesus says that the reign of God is so great 
a treasure that it is worth giving up all you have. 
People who have had profound experiences often 
struggle to find the words to describe this for 
others. They find themselves resorting to images 
– ‘It was like …; it was as if …’. In the parables 
Jesus tries to find ways of explaining why the reign 
of God has so captivated his own imagination. Of 
course Jesus speaks of a treasure and a pearl he 
has already found, while the disciples and later 
Christians only glimpse God’s reign in moments 
of insight. And yet even these brief and veiled 
glimpses have been enough to sustain disciples 
for two thousand years and even today there are 
many prepared to give all they have in following 
Christ. These men and women have found the 
wealth that enabled the monk to give away the 
diamond.
Paul, whose letter we are currently reading, is an 
example of one who lived out this parable with 
utter recklessness. Paul’s encounter with the 
Risen Jesus led him to know the overwhelming 
love of God is not determined by following the 
Law, but is an utterly gracious gift of God to us. 
He reflects today, could anything get in the way 
of this love God has for us; and Paul concludes, 
there is nothing that can separate us from God’s 
love. This is the treasure that Paul found, enabling 
him to put aside all the lawful requirements of 
Judaism he previously thought were the only way 
to salvation. Paul had once been a Pharisee, one 
completely dedicated and given over to his Jewish 
traditions and teaching. Yet, when he comes to 
know Jesus, he is able to let all this go, to ‘hand 
over the diamond’ of his previous life and take up 
a new calling to spread the Gospel he has now 
discovered. In the reading from Romans today, it 
is as if we are listening in to Paul’s astonishment at 
the depths of God’s love, a love of us that enabled 
God to give us Jesus. In a sense, Jesus is God’s 
diamond, given over to us in love. Recognising 
this enables Paul to give over the diamond of his 
own life.
The third parable in the collection that Matthew 
offers picks up the theme of last week’s parable 
about the weeds and the wheat growing together. 
Today’s parable shifts the image from gardening 
to fishing where the net hauls in a wide catch of 
both good fish and worthless things. Once again, 
there will come a time when sorting will happen 
but not in the middle of the fishing process. Only 
when the fishing work is over, will the catch be 
sorted.
When I think of this week’s fishing parable and last 
week’s about the wheat and the weeds, I wonder 
what must have been happening in Matthew’s 
community for him to give his community these 
two parables, as they are not recorded in Mark 
and Luke. Were divisions starting to happen? 
Were people beginning to make judgments 
about others, perhaps wanting to sort out the 
community? Could Matthew be trying to teach 
his local church to leave the sorting out to God? 
The fact that these are only in Matthew certainly 
suggests that these had some particular purpose, 
even if today we can only guess what that might 
be. ..................................    © Mary Coloe
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL 
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY: 
Jenny Schrama-Stuart, Brian Fitzgerald, Mary Powell, Pat Low, 
Bill Champley, Patrick Brennan, Peter Harrison, Fran Thompson, 
Leonie Barnes, Leanne McDonagh, Judy Ryan, Peter Gloss, Marie 
O’Donovan, Megan McGowan, Kellie Nevin, Charlie Sammut, 
Rachael Lees, Brian Graham, John Burg, Peter & Lena O’Donovan, 
Tina Learwood, Allan Francis, Bev Meehan, Michael Graham, 
Glenn Mills, Frank McGuinness, Angela Cunningham, Simon Low, 
Frances Cannon, Margaret Gunnlson, Sonia Cummings, Helen 
Bligh.

ANNIVERSARIES:
Thomas & Teresa Ward, Josephine & Angelo Vella,  Frederick Adrian 
Dwyer, Robert Brundrett, George Frediani, Prudencia Potestas, 

Raffaele Pitarelli, Kristie Camilleri Scibbilia, Andrew Murphy, Mila 
Farthing, Boleslaw Then, Damian Oliver, Daryl Collins, Pastor 
Alvarado, Anita Perilla, Rodney Spence, Harold Stephens, Rose 
Stringer.

RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Beverley Bennett.

REMEMBRANCES: 
Rizzo Family, Keevers, Knight & Merchant families, Mr W & Mrs H 
Dornauer, Mr & Mrs Nicolas Toma, Magdalen McNamara, Youkhana 
David, James Ewington, Mary Jane Buhagiar, Leo Fry,  Michael 
Kokegei.

Date Mass Intention
Sat 25/07 9:00am Gosford + Remembrance LEO FRY

Sat 25/07 5:00pm Gosford + Remembrance YOUKHANA DAVID

Sat 25/07 5:30pm Somersby + Anniversary
KRISTIE CAMILLERI SCIBBILIA

Sun 26/07 7:30 am Gosfrod + Remembrances
HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY &
MEMBERS OF FOSS

Sun 26/07 8:45 am Gosford + Anniversary ROBERT BRUNDRETT

Sun 26/07 10:15 am Gosford PARISH INTENTIONS

Sun 26/07 6:00 pm Gosford + Remembrance  
MR & MRS NICOLAS TOMA

Mon 27/07 9:00am On Line Return to Health HAZEL WRIGHT

Tue 28/07 9:00am On Line + Anniversary GEORGE FREDIANI

Wed 29/07 11:30am On Line + Anniversary PRUDENCIA POTESTAS

Date Mass Intention
Thr 30/07 9:00am On Line + Anniversary

RAFFAELE PITARELLI

Fri 31/07 12:00pm On Line For the personal intention of
BEN

Sat 01/08 9:00am Gosford + Remembrance KEEVERS 
KNIGHT & MERCHANT FAMILIES

Sat 01/08 5:00 pm Gosford + Anniversaries
THOMAS & TERESA WARD

Sat 01/08 5:30 am 
Somersby

+ Remembrances
JOSEPHINE & ANGELO VELLA

Sun 02/08 7:30 am Gosford PARISH INTENTIONS

Sun 02/08 8:45 am Gosford + Anniversaries
THELMA TATE & PHYLLIS
McMAHON

Sun 02/08 10:15 am Gosford + Remembrance RIZZO FAMILY

Sun 02/08 6:00 pm Gosford + Remembrance
MR W & MRS H DORNAUER

Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  P L E A S E

Y O U R  R O S T E R  –  A U G U S T  2 ,    1 8 T H  S U N D A Y  O F  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

MASS VIGIL 5:00 7:30am 8:45am 10:15pm 6:00pm Somersby - 6:30

DATE 25.07.20 26.07.20 26.07.20 26.07.20 26.07.20 25.07.20
Audio/Visual Johann Fernandes Robert Biviano Greg McBride Arthur Holland Thomas Werner Melissa Monaghan

Acolytes Johnson Fernandes John McCrae Peter Cho Peter McLean Peter Forbes Altar Society:
Peter Young Gerard Price Gerard Nicholls Alan Dillon Kevin O'Donnell Vicki Muscat

Lectors Val Dibben Eunice Dal Busco Robyn McBride Liz Malik Youth Judy Grenfell

Bridget Sharp Sheila Evans Regina Fong Keith Quinn Youth Joanne Comensoli

Commentator Terry Cooke Ron Begg Frances Mathey Tom Croll Penny Gomez Charlene Xuereb

Extraordinary Anita Fernandes Pam McCrae Scot Frazer Emily Rudd Sherree Sullivan Michael Monaghan

Ministers of + Senior Server

The Eucharist

Altar Harry Cockerton Scott Shedden Alex Golden Dakota Xuereb

Servers Lorenzo Arango Cormac Brady Gabby Golden Alex Camilleri

Philip Yoon Natasha Golden Flowers:

Derik Sind Rosanne Dominello

COUNTERS 
27/07/20 
Gary Smith 
Trudi Hiep 
Joyce Byrne 
03/08/20 
Gary Smith 
Dianna Addis 
Fiona Eaton

ALTAR 
LINEN
P/up July 27. 
Josie 
McGuinness 
Ret’n July31.

ALTAR 
SOCIETY
Sat, Aug 1
Eunice Dal Busco 
Kerryl McGrath 
Mabel Kan 
Jo Pugh 
Rita Chao

CHILDRENS 
LITURGY
Sunday Aug 2 
Family Mass

PARISH BUS
Aug 2
Driver:
John Moriarty
Helper 
Ros Moriarty

HOSPITAL 
VISITATION
Aug 2
Bigi Kon
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
LEADERSHIP STANDARDS
LEADERSHIP, MONITORING & 

IMPROVEMENT
Standard 1 – Committed leadership, 
governance & culture

Key Elements of Standard 1:
	✞ A Commitment to Safeguarding

	✞ Promoting a Safeguarding Culture

	✞ Safeguarding Policies

	✞ Code of Conduct

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
HILARY POPE 
If you see any activities 
involving children or 
vulnerable adults that worries 
you, please email Hilary Pope, 
our Safeguarding Officer at 
hilary.p1@optusnet.com.au

BRICK & BLOCK  
LAYER 

MARK BENNETT
30 Years’ Experience  
Residential Specialist 

Give me a call 
on 0410 057 197 

to discuss your job!

 NERVOUS  NERVOUS 
RELAX
WE SERVE THE

ERINA FAMILY DENTAL
Ph: 4367 5066 

72 KARALTA RD ERINA 
[Before the turn off to Erina Fair] 

Parking available on site.

BRYAN J REID FUNERAL               
SERVICES 

100% Australian Owned & Family Operated 
Freecall 1800 032 225  
Head office: 4341 5000
Serving all the Central Coast, 
Sydney and Newcastle ares.

Sponsoring St Patrick’s 
Planned Giving Envelope 

Programme 

Photom
Capturing the light

Photom 
Event Photography

• Church
• Corporate 
• Family Parties
• Conferences

5 Halling Close 
Kariong, NSW 2250
Ph: 0411 962 122
tomcroll@photom.com.au

Free quotes with no obligation.

For Bookings, 
contact 
Tom Croll

CARAVAN REPAIRS 
CENTRAL CARAVAN 
AND RV REPAIRS

LIC NO MVRL55614

1/45 AMSTERDAM CIRCUIT 
WYONG 

0400 330 089

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

REAL ESTATE CENTRAL COAST
Has the keys to buying 

and selling with 
First class Services

C a l l  M a d e l i n e
0410 654 494

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

Advertise on this 
page in a space 

like this. 

Advertise on this 
page in a Space 

like this.

P R I V A T E  S A L E

 BEAUTIFUL  FRONT VILLA 
In a Block of only 2 Units

 TORRENS TITLE
 QUITE STREET OF UMINA 

BEACH
 

3 B/ROOMS ALL WITH BUILT-IN  ROBES

 2 BATH ROOMS   OVERSIZE GARAGE

 PLUS EXTRA SPACE FOR CAR OR BOAT

 DELIGHTFUL PRIVATE YARD AND GARDEN

 PRICE RANGE OFFERS ABOVE $735k

 FOR INSPECTION 

0408 403 845 OR 4339 3145


